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Director positions on the Board of Midstate 
Electric Cooperative for Districts 5, 7 and 9 
are up for election at the Annual Meeting 
on May 20, 2023. Candidates to represent 
those districts may be nominated for 
director by filing a petition signed by at 
least 15 members of the cooperative who 
reside in that district. 

Cooperatives operate according to a 
core set of principles which make electric 
cooperatives different from other electric 
utilities. As stewards of the utility, board 
members base their decision-making on 
the seven cooperative principles: 

1. Voluntary and open membership

2. Democratic member control

3. Members’ economic participation

4. Autonomy and independence

5. Education, training, and information 

6. Cooperation among cooperatives

7. Concern for community 

Being a member of a co-op with 
democratic member control simply 
means that our co-op is controlled by our 
member-owners and our member-elected 
board of directors. Directors elected by our 
members represent those members and 
their interests as they are also residents 
and members themselves.

Directors serve a three-year term with 
elections taking place during the annual 
meeting on a rotating basis. By accepting a 
seat on the board of directors, incumbents 
are expected to be able and available 
to perform all functions of the position. 
This includes regular attendance at 

board meetings, committee 
meetings, and other activities 
of MEC in which board 
members are expected to 
participate. 

It is the responsibility and 
sole intent of the cooperative 
to serve the best interest 
of its members in the most 
efficient and effective manner. 
Our nine-member board of 
directors ensures that we are 
meeting our members’ needs 
and complying with ethical and 
legal standards. Directors meet 
monthly and set policies, and 
review operations and financial 
reports of the cooperative. 

Below is more information regarding the 
districts up for election this year:

DISTRICT 5: Current Director – Tanna King
District 5 (Chemult) is described as: 
North boundary is an East-West line 
one mile north of Highway 58 Junction. 
West boundary is the Douglas-Klamath 
County line. South boundary is a line four 
miles south of Hub City Chrome (formerly 
Thunderbeast Park) on Highway 97.  East 
boundary is the Klamath County and Lake 
County line.

DISTRICT 7: Current Director – Alan Parks 
District 7 (Fort Rock) is described as: North 
boundary is the Deschutes County and 
Lake County line. West boundary is the 
Klamath County and Lake County line. 
East boundary extends due north from 
the centerline of the intersection of Oil Dry 
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Road and the Christmas Valley Highway 
and due South down the centerline of the 
intersection of Oil Dry Road, extending to 
Picture Rock Pass. South boundary is the 
Lake County and Klamath County Lines, 
with a jog North to Picture Rock Pass.

DISTRICT 9: Current Director – Dick Luebke 
District 9 (Sunriver) is described as: North 
boundary is the Cascade Lakes Highway. 
West boundary is the Lane County and 
Deschutes County line. East boundary 
is eight miles east of Highway 97. South 
boundary is Spring River Road (and its 
extension east and west.)

Petitions may be obtained at MEC’s office 
and must be filed on or before Thursday, 
March 2, 2023. For more information about 
the qualifications and duties of directors, 
call 541-536-2126, option 5. 

Board Districts 5, 7 and 9 Up for Election in 2023
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KEEP SAFE AND WARM THIS WINTER
When the chill of fall and winter set in, be 
aware of potential fire hazards that are 
lurking in your home. Whether keeping 
warm with heat from your furnace, space 
heater, fireplace, or electric blanket, Safe 
Electricity offers these tips to prevent a 
fire in your home!

Always place your space heater on a 
steady surface and away from curtains, 
tablecloths or other flapping fabrics. Use 

a space heater with an automatic shut-
off switch.

Have your furnace inspected annually.

Inspect Electric Blankets for scorch 
marks or visible damage regularly.

Be sure your chimney is clear before 
each use, and cover your fireplace with 
a screen to keep children and pets away 
from flames.

We want to send local high school 
sophomores or juniors to represent 
MEC at the Youth Tour in Washington, 
D.C. on June 17- 23, 2023. This all 
expenses-paid trip is a unique 
opportunity for high school students 
whose parents are MEC members. We 
are hoping to get multiple applicants 
and meet our goal of sending two 
students on this once-in-a-lifetime 
trip. Call (541) 536-2126 option 5, for 
additional information. The deadline 
to apply is Tuesday, January 31, 2023.  
Please encourage a high school 
student in your household to apply. 

Youth
Tour Tour Tour 

Washington, D.C. 
Last Call for 

Applications

Message from Jim Anderson, CEO/General Manager
Happy New Year! We look forward to serving 
you in 2023. I am happy to report that your 
board of directors has approved our 2023 
working budget and we are prepared to 
bring our members another year of safe, 
reliable, and affordable electricity. 

As a not-for-profit, member-owned 
cooperative, we strive to hold down 
costs while still providing the reliable, 
quality service you expect. We charge our 
members only what it costs to provide the 
service, and nothing more. When the costs 
of operating and manufacturing increase 
due to inflation, we must also consider 
increasing our rates. 

MEC had a cost of service study conducted 
to help ensure the long-term financial 
stability of the co-op, and the assessment 
determined that MEC’s Facilities Charge is 
below what is required to recoup the fixed 
costs to MEC. The assessment was brought 
before your member-elected board of 
directors, and with careful consideration, 
they approved a new rate structure. 

As of April 1, 2023, you will see a $3.00 
increase of our Facilities Charge for all rate 
classes (excluding Industrial). There will 
also be an Energy Charge rate increase of 
$0.003 per kilowatt-hour for all rate classes.  

The board of directors and management 
are working to gradually bring the monthly 
Facilities Charge up to the actual cost of 
doing business. As of today, the cost of 
doing business is much more than what 
our members are charged. The decision to 
increase our rates for all rate classes was 
intentional and ensures that the fixed costs 
of providing electric services are shared 
equitably among all members.

Each month when you pay your bill, you 
are investing in the co-op through the 
Facilities Charge. This monthly investment 
helps cover the costs of delivering electric 
services to your home or business. These 
costs, shared by all members, include 
electrical system and infrastructure 
maintenance, wire, poles, equipment, 
fuel, materials, substations, labor, tree 
trimming, general administration, outage 
restoration, and more. 

Maintaining our equipment and 
infrastructure through our Facilities 
Charge directly aligns with keeping your 
lights on and having shorter restoration 
times when the power does go out. MEC 
is committed to keeping our restoration 
times as short as possible and I am proud 
to say that the amount of time an average 
member is out of power each year has 
decreased from 79.43 minutes in 2021 to 
61.90 minutes in 2022. 

Despite our upcoming rate increase, MEC 
rates are well below the national average 
and are one of the lowest rates in the state 
of Oregon. MEC will continue working hard 
to control costs by operating safely and 
efficiently and to provide the most reliable 
electric service possible. 

We realize that any increase in your 
power cost can cause a hardship. We 
are continuing to provide conservation 
programs that can help. Rebates are 
offered for heat pumps, duct sealing, 
water heaters and weatherization 
measures. You can also monitor your 
energy usage through our SmartHub 
application. For more information about 
these programs, call the Marketing 
Department at 541-536-2126, option 5. 

MEC 2023 Dates to Remember 

Jan 31 – Youth Tour Applications Due

Apr 24 – Scholarships Applications Due

May 20 – Annual Meeting

May 29 – Memorial Day – Office Closed

June 1 – Calendar Photo Contest Begins

July 4 – Independence Day – Office Closed

Aug 7 – Calendar Photo Contest Ends

Sep 4 – Labor Day – Office Closed

Nov 23 – Thanksgiving Day – Office Closed

Dec 25 – Christmas Day – Office Closed


