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Dear Member:

As our communities continue to live 
through the hardships associated with 
COVID-19, Midstate Electric Cooperative 
is here to help where and when we can.

We realize some members may be 
facing financial struggles. We will continue 
to work with those members with the 
understanding they communicate with 
us. Member service representatives are 
available at 541-536-2126 option 3. It 
is imperative accounts become current 
before cold weather use increases and bills 
become insurmountable. 

Federal and state utility assistance 
is available through Deschutes County 
Neighbor Impact at 541-504-2155, and 
Klamath County and Lake County 
Community Action Services at 541-882-
3500. Members must reach out to these 
agencies for assistance.

Impact Statement Released July 31
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the 
Bonneville Power Administration and the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation—with input 
from tribal nations and Northwest states—
released the Columbia River System 
Operations Final Environmental Impact 
Statement on July 31. The FEIS provides 
a comprehensive, final analysis of the four 
lower Snake River dams. It balances the 
needs of salmon, power supply and social 
welfare in the Pacific Northwest. 

 The report concluded the best option 
for fulfilling the objectives of improving 
salmonid survival, providing a reliable 
electric grid and reaching the Northwest’s 
clean energy future is to maintain the four 
dams with adjusted operations.

 The FEIS acknowledges the dams are 
a critical source of affordable and depend-
able energy for the Northwest. Without 

the dams, the Northwest would be much 
more susceptible to energy shortages and 
regional blackouts. 

 The potential benefit to salmon from 
dam breaching varies according to  
modeling assumptions, but the socioeco-
nomic consequences to communities that 
rely on hydropower would be devastating. 
The FEIS estimates the cost of replac-
ing the four dams with other renewable 
energy sources backed with batteries would 
approach $800 million a year. That roughly 
equates to a 25% increase in electric bills 
for millions of Northwest residents and 
businesses.

 Escalating electricity bills would 
create economic chaos at a time we are 
already reeling from a global pandemic, 
a homelessness crisis and an affordable 
housing shortage. 

 Salmon and steelhead recovery is a 
critical area of focus in the FEIS, calling 
for continued significant investments in 
habitat restoration as part of a holistic 
approach to helping salmonids.

 The FEIS release coincides with the 
release of a National Oceanic and  
Atmospheric Administration fisheries’  
biological opinion, which examined the 
proposed hydroelectric operations under 
the document’s preferred alternative. It 
found the recommended operations are 
consistent with Endangered Species Act 
requirements. 

It is hoped the FEIS and its in-depth 
decision-making process brings closure 
for all stakeholders involved and a firmer 
conviction around the critical role of the 
hydropower system, which provides the 
Northwest with the most affordable, car-
bon-free, renewable energy in the nation. 

Dave Schneider
General Manager
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