
Fr iends  Stay Connected

Like us on 
Facebook

Follow us on 
Twitter

Touchstone Energy® Co-op 
Connections® Update 
The Co-op Connections Card is a money-
saving member benefit program that 
provides valuable local and national 
discounts. The most widely used benefit of 
the card, the pharmacy discount, has saved 
members $1,010,709 since June 2009.  

For more information call 541-536-2126 
option 5.

MIDSTATE 
CONNECTION
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Office Hours: 7:00 am-5:30 pm, Monday-Thursday
Closed Fridays & Holidays  

Business Hours: 541-536-2126
After Hours Outages: 800-752-5935

Manage your electric account 24/7 by 
accessing SmartHub at www.mse.coop.  
With SmartHub, you can:
• Pay your bill online
• View billing history
• Monitor energy use
• Receive notifications 

via email or text 
message

• Report outages 
and track outage 
restoration progress

• Check MEC’s 
newsfeed

The Center 
of Member 
Engagement

Your Cooperative – Your Voice
The 2021 Oregon Legislature is 
underway. MEC will be actively involved 
working with other electric cooperatives 
through our state organization - the 
Oregon Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association - to remind lawmakers 
about the importance of affordable and 
reliable electricity.
If this legislative session is like the 
last, several bills will be considered 
that could considerably raise the 
price of electricity and jeopardize our 
cooperative values. As the session 
progresses, we may need to call on our 
political grassroots advocates – ORECA-

Action – to band together in a collective 
voice to affect the political process. 
If you have not become a grassroots 
member in support of Oregon 
cooperative values to promote solutions 
in keeping electricity affordable and 
reliable, now’s the time. Join us today! 
There are three ways you can join 
our grassroots program. Go to www.
mse.coop and click on ORECA-Action 
Grassroots button on the upper right of 
the homepage, call us at 541-536-2126 
option 5, or visit www.ORECA-Action.org 
directly to register. Thank you for your 
support!

Daylight Saving Time begins every year on the second Sunday in March. This year 
it begins Sunday, March 14, 2021. As you set your clocks forward one hour, the 
National Safety Council recommends reviewing the following spring safety checklist:

Smoke Alarms
Smoke alarms should be 
in every bedroom and in 
the common areas on each 

floor of a home. Test your smoke alarms 
every month and replace the battery at 
least once a year.

Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors
CO alarms should be 
installed in a central 

location outside each bedroom and on 
every level of the home. Test your CO 
alarms every month and replace the 
battery at least once a year.  

Be Prepared for 
Emergencies
Have a home and 
car emergency 
kit. The Federal 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency says an 
emergency kit 
should include 
one gallon of water per day for each 
person, at least a three-day supply 
of food, flashlight and batteries, first 
aid kit, filter mask, plastic sheeting 
and duct tape. Visit the FEMA website, 
www.ready.gov for a complete list and 
additional safety information.

Spring Forward
Review Safety Checklist



RENEWABLE ENERGY

Operation Round Up®
You can support worth-while projects 
in MEC’s service area by rounding up 
your monthly electric bill to the next 
whole dollar. Every penny donated 
is used to support charitable causes 
and nonprofit community services 
and programs. 

Call 541-536-2126 option 3 to sign 
up. Single donations can be made 
by mailing a separate check to 
Operation Round Up®, PO Box 127, 
La Pine, OR 97739.

Midstate Electric Cooperative purchases 
renewable energy called Environmentally 
Preferred Power from Bonneville Power 
Administration. Join MEC and BPA in 
supporting renewable energy. You will:
• Send a clear message that you not 

only believe in a clean, sustainable 
environment, you are doing something 
about it.

• Know that an equal amount of BPA system 
power is replaced with wind power.

• Support renewable research, 
development/demonstration projects 
and educational programs in the Pacific 
Northwest.

• Sign up for Environmentally Preferred 
Power by Earth Day, April 22, 2021, and 
you will be entered to win a $100 credit 
on your electric bill. For as little as $5.00 a 
month, you can show your support for the 
environment.

Scholarship Eligibility:

• Applicants’ primary residence must be 
served by MEC.

• Applicant must meet the entrance 
requirements of the elected school.

• College/Technical/Lineworker school 
must be an accredited school.

The applications are available at www.
mse.coop/scholarship-programs. 
The final deadline for submitting the 
applications and all required materials 
is Monday, May 10. For additional 
information call 541-536-2126 option 5.

MEC is offering seven $2,500 scholarships 
for those seeking to continue their 
education. Three scholarships are 
available for seniors who will be 
graduating from La Pine, Gilchrist or 
North Lake High School; one scholarship 
is available to seniors attending other 

high schools located in Klamath, Lake 
and Deschutes Counties (including home 
school); two “at-large” scholarships are 
available for persons already graduated 
wishing to continue their education; and 
one scholarship is available for those 
wishing to attend lineworker school. 

Address

Signature

City State Zip Code

Name Phone MEC Account #

I understand this is an additional charge accepted voluntarily by me to 
purchase wind power. I agree to pay the additional amount I have selected.

 200 kWh $5

 400 kWh $10

 600 kWh $15

 800 kWh $20

 1,000 kWh $25

 1,200 kWh $30

 1,400 kWh $35

Other   

For as little as $5 a month, you can show your support for Environmentally Preferred Power.

MEC 2021 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

MEC’S 69TH 
ANNUAL MEETING
The annual meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 8, 2021. More detailed 
information about the meeting will 
be mailed to all members in April. 
We will continue to closely monitor 
recommendations and requirements 
from the CDC, Oregon State Health 
Authority and County Health 
Services prior to the information 
being mailed. The status of the 
annual meeting will be announced at 
that time.

INVESTMENTS IN


